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Le 
The Epistle from the Yearly Meeting, held in 
London, by adjournments from the 24th of 
Fifth month to the 2d of Sixth month, in- 
clusive, 1865. . 
To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in 
Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere :— 





Dear Friends,—In this our large and solemn 
meeting we have been favored with a precious 
sense of the love of God, in which our hearts 
turn toward you with renewed desires for your 
growth and establishment in the grace that is 
in Christ Jesus. 

Here have we no continuing city ; and happy 
are they who have been taught in the school 
of Christ to put the true estimate upon the 
joys and sorrows of earth, and in a humble and 
resigned spirit to accept their portion of duty 
or of suffering, as a discipline of love. A filic- 
tion in some form or other is more or less the 
lot of all. It works variously, according to the 
disposition in which it is received. The heat 
that melts the gold hardens the clay. It is 
the believer’s privilege to accept tribulation as 
from the hand of an all-wise Father, who 
ehastens us “for our profit that we might be 
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all things to “work together for good to them 
that love God.’ Rom. viii. 28. 

Christian experience is nothing less than the 
receiving of a new life from Christ, the Foun- 
tain of life. It is the transformation of our 
fallen nature, by which all boasting is excluded, 
and man becomes a humbled debtor to infinite 
grace. May we every one of us cherish a godly 
fear of quenching or resisting the least motion 
of the Spirit of God. Submit, dear friends, 
we entreat you, to all his holy operations. Fear 
not the humbling discipline that melts the 
heart, or breaks it in pieces; knowing that He 
who appoints it, is thereby carrying on that 
new creation in which the love of sin will be 
taken away; and He who speaks in righteous- 
ness to condemn it, will proclaim Himself 
mighty to save. And may we be patient un- 
der the teaching of the Lord. There can be 
no substitute for the strait gate and the nar- 
row way. Yet the path is not to be rested in, 
as though it were itself the object of the jour- 
ney. The race is to be run, “looking unto 
Jesus.” Heb. xii. 2. Faith in Him will 
strengthen to endure, and his love give light and 
refreshing, peace and joy. 

How many who profess faith in Christ as 
their Saviour, act as though they had other 
masters! ‘His servants ye are to whom ye 
obey.”’ Rom. vi. 16. A divided allegiance man- 
ifests a divided love, and, wherever it exists, 
weakens or excludes a sure and steadfast hope. 
The same standard of righteousness is set be- 
fore all. Let us guard against lowering it to 
the level of oursown conduct, instead of seek- 
ing to have our conduct raised to the standard 
of the Truth. If our views of the require- 
ments of the Gospel, and of their application to 


artakers of his holiness.” Heb. xii. 10. The | ourselves, are limited, our desires after holiness 

ord Jesus has consecrated for us the path of} will become limited also. Feeble desires will 
suffering and of trial; having been Himself produce an enfeebled faith, and little faith 
‘a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” | goes hand in hand with little strength and 
Is. liii. 8. He is our sympathizing and al-/Jittle love. The condition may become that of 
mighty Saviour. And as his followers submit|a dwarf, rather than that of a strong man in 
in child-like trust to the Lord’s holy correction, | Christ. May we then pass the time of our so- 
the trial of their faith worketh patience, and journing here in fear. 1 Pet. i. 17. Think 
they are given more and more to experience | not that any can release themselves from their 
the power of his sanctifying grace, who causes'solemn obligations to Him who hath bought 
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them with a price, or that the injunction is 
not alike applicable to all, “ Be ye holy, for I 
am holy.” 1 Pet. i. 16. 

Much has passed amongst us at this time by 
way of encouragement to the due attendance of 
our meetings for worship. These meetings are an 
acknowledgment of our dependence upon our 
Father in heaven and of our allegiance to Him. 
The promise is still precious, “they that wait 
upon the Lord shall renew their strength.” Is. x]. 
31. Itis our privilege to believe that true 
worship may be in reverent silence, and that 
it is not necessarily connected with any out- 
ward expression. It may be in deep prostra- 
tion of soul before the Lord; in the simple 
breathing of the contrite spirit; in the secret 
exercise of reverential faith and love; as He 
is graciously pleased to prepare our hearts be- 
fore Him, and even to meet with us, and to 
commune with us, as from the mercy-seat. In 
meeting for this solemn purpose, may ours be 
a living testimony to the fulness which is in 
Christ. ‘Through Him” alone “ we have ac- 
cess by one Spirit unto the Father.” Eph. ii. 
18. “Iam,” said He, “the living bread which 
came down from heaven ; if any mau eat of this 
bread, he shall live for ever; and the bread 
that I wiil give is my flesh, which I will yive 
for the life of the world.” John vi. 51. And 
let not our hearts be exercised fur ourselves 
alone. May the constraining influence of the 
love of Christ have its due place amongst us, 
whether for the conversion of sinners or for 
the comfort of the weary! We would that all 
our mewbers should seriously ponder their in- 
dividual accountability in these things. The 
more our meetings become assemblies of wor- 
shippers in the name of Jesus, the more will 
his promise concerning the Comforter be ful- 
filled, “ He shall glority me: He shall take of 
mine and shall show it unto you.” John xvi. 
14,15. These occasions would often become 
opportunities in which the love of Him who 
died for us would not only be brought to re- 
membrance, but would, in renewed mercy, be 
“ shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost.” 
Rom. v. 5. Gathered, not as individuals only, 
but as congregations, into blessed fellowship with 
our one Lord, these meetings would be times of 
heavenly communion, in which, in a united act 
of faith, we might partake together of the body 
that was broken and the blood that was shed 
for us without the gates of Jerusalem. 1 Cor. 
xi. 24. 

The practice of frequent retirement and 
of seeking counsel and biessing from the Lord 
in humble dependence upon his guidance, is 
one of unspeakable value. Not only does it 
tend to heavenly-mindedness, but, as a neces- 
sary consequence, it strengthens the union of 
the branch with the vine; and the daily and 
continued circulation of life from the root gives 
greenness and fruitfulness. And how precious 


















































trite and humble and prayerful spirit ; of them 
that hunger and thirst after righteousness; or 
who, as servants waiting for their Lord, breathe 
the atmosphere of joy and peace in believing. 

He who has commanded us to pray, “ Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” Mat. 
vi. 10, encourages us in these words to expect 
strength adequate for our part in their fulfil- 
ment. It is in the very midst of the active 
pursuits of life that the Christian is to prove 
the power of his faith. There is great danger 
in withdrawing our secular engagements from 
under the restraint of the government of 
Christ. The inevitable tendency of such with- 
drawal is to strengthen the spirit of worldliness 
in the heart. The conflict with this spirit be- 
longs to that warfare which is not to be evaded, 
but which cannot be maintained in our own 
strength or wisdom. Put on, therefore, the ar- 
mor of God, the breast-plate of righteousness, 
the girdle of truth, the helmet of salvation, 
the shield of faith. Eph. vi. 11, 17. Keep 
within the limits of a tender and enlightened 
conscience. In all your pursuits and engage- 
ments, seek counsel of the Lord, and venture 
into nothing upon which you cannot ask his 
blessing. 

In the Divine economy, diligence in business 
is, in most cases, necessary for the supply of 
our ordinary wants. And itis the great priv- 
ilege of the Christian to feel that in the midst 
of earthly duty, however at times wearisome 
and preplexing, he may cast all his care upon 
his Father in heaven, and humbly rely upon 
his help and blessing. Yet we desire to give 
a watchword, which, often as it has been re- 
peated, is still applicable to not a few amongst 
us, ‘Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world.” 1 Joho ii. 15. “No 
man that warreth entangled himself with the 
affairs of this life; that he may please him 
who hath chosen him to be a soldier.” 2 Tim. 
ii. 4. How great are the anxieties of those 
who spread their sails too wide upon the sea of 
commerce! how bitter the distress which at- 
tends the wreck of their earthly hopes! “See 
then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, 
but as wise; redeeming the time.” Eph. v. 15. 
Let those who are setting out in life be assured 
that no outward condition is more happy or 
blessed than that in which the desires, bounded 
by the Divine will, are content with modera- 
tion, satisfied with that which the Lord pro- 
vides. ‘To the Christian, in every state, how 
precious is the promise, “I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee.” Heb. xiii. 5. The 
Lord can bless the little or the much. And 
where much has been given, may it be accept- 
ed as a sacred trust, designed not to promote 
selfishness, luxury, or conformity to the world, 
but to enable those who are thus entrusted to 
do good, to be rich in good works, ready to 


is the influence in a congregation of the con- 
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a willing to communicate. 1 Tim. vi.; struggle. It has pleased the Lord to stay the 
i. 


We thankfully believe that there are 
amongst us many faithful stewards. May the 


| whistwind, and, in his overruling providence, 
} 


to bring forth the oppressed from the house of 


Lord yet more enrich them with his grace, and | bondage. We have long sympathized with our 


increase their number. 


Great is the diversity of spiritual gifts be- 
stowed by the great Head of the Church on its 
various members. The right employment of 
all these gifts to his glory is of great practical 
importance to the health and growth of the 
body. Itis our concern that we may none of 
us so overcharge ourselves with business, plea- 
sure, or other pursuits, or so give way to the 
love of ease,.as in any degree to obstruct the 
exercise of these gifts, or hinder our right ser- 
vice. 
those who occupy prominent stations in the 
Church, but applicable to every living member, 
and to every gift with which we may be en- 
trusted, whether for public or for private use- 
fulness. How influential is the example of the 
Christian in the midst of his outward affairs, or 


of the Christian mistress of a household, when | 





dear brethren in America io theis testimouy 
against slavery ; and have deeply felt fur them 


\in the sufferings and difficulties to which they 
jhave been exposed, in connection with the 
Jerse maintenance of our testimony against 


all war. We desire to assure them of our warm 
interest and sympathy in their efforts, in co- 
operation with many of their fellow-citizens, on 
behalf of the freedmen, whose position must 
probably, for some years to come. present many 
claims on the patient, wise and liberal care of 


This is a caution not needful only for) the Christian community. We cordially com- 


mend these efforts to the continued liberality 
and assistance of Friends in this country. 

The various important affairs that have come 
before us have been transacted in love. We 
thankfully accept this as a token for good. 
May the precious bond of fellowship be 
strengthened through living union with Christ, 


the right ordering of time, and the allotment) the glorified Head of the Church Subjection 
of the right place to each duty, render the due | to Him produces subjection one to another in 
fulfilment of religious services perfectly com-|love. May our lives increasingly illustrate the 
patible with the diligent discharge of secular, heavenly-mindedness of the Christian, evidenc- 
avocations. And, on the other hand, has it|ing a continued endeavor to walk humbly be- 
pot sometimes happened that those who, in|fore God. And may He, the God of peace, 
their earlier life, had looked forward to the|that brought again from the dead our Lord 
time of comparative leisure, and exemption| Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
from outward care, as to that which they would through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
devote to increased religious work in their make us perfect in every good work to do his 
own families, or amongst their poor neighbors, | will, working in us that which is well-pleasing 


or in the church, have, when that leisure has in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom 
really come, allowed increased opportunity to 


be accompanied by even diminished service for 
their Lord and his cause? Assuredly it ought 
not so to be. If things are in their places, 
best things will be uppermost, and joy in the 
Lord’s work on earth will be increasingly 
known as a foretaste of his perfected service in 
heaven. 

Among other objects, both at home and 
abroad, we continue to feel a lively interest in 
the protectiou and welfare of the aboriginal 
races in various parts of the earth, and in the 
promotion of education amongst the negro pop- 
ulation in our own West India colonies, and in 
other countries. We desire that both these 
objects of Christian philanthropy may still have 
their full place in the liberality and labors of 
Friends. 

The Epistles received from our Friends in 
Ireland, and from the Yearly Meetings in 
America, have been to our comfort and re- 
freshment. 

For several years past we have had to deplore 
the existence of a sanguinary conflict in the 
United States. Opposed, as we are, on Chris- 
tian grounds, both to war and slavery, it is 








be glory for ever and ever. Amen. Heb. xiii. 
20. 


Signed in and on behalf of the Meeting, 


JOSEPH CROSFIELD. 
Clerk to the Meeting this year. 





The “Old Banner” Essays. 


LIFE AND ITS DISCIPLINE: 
OR, THE FITNESS OF HUMAN LIFE TO UNFOLD THE 
SPIRITUAL FACULTIES OF MAN, 


For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 


i Jesus unto good works, which God hath before or- 
;dained that we should walk in them.”—Keagrgians 


aan (Continued from page 739.) 

All human life became in their eyes sacred to 
God, and all human pursuits were to be fol- 
lowed in His fear, and with a primary regard 
to His glory. 

2dly, The second division of our subject, 
“Social Life,’ comprising as it does all our 


|intercourse with our fellow-men, can only be 


glanced at in the short space at our disposal. 
Our remarks must therefore be of quite a 
general character ; and a few practical illustra- 
tions will show us, what a school of discipline 
is the world in which we are placed, and in 


with feelings of heartfelt thankfulness that we , the pursuits of which all of us must ike some 


contemplate the end, as we trust, of this fearful 


part. 
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1. Commercial life, which absorbs into its 
interests so large a proportion of mankind. 


If we reflect on the commercial relations of 


this vast trading community, it seems scarce- 
ly possible* to devise a system by which the 
whole religious being of a man is put more on 
its trial. What constant temptations arise to 
lower the Christian standard of integrity, and 
to be regardless of the interests of others, in 
forwarding our own! How prone we are to 
sink the higher life of the soul in the lower 
life of the flesh, and, whilst providing for the 
needful wants of the latter, to make the pursuit 
of wealth the very end and aim of life! 

In steadfastly resisting these temptations, 
the Christian life grows and develops; and 
such conflicts, honestly and confidingly entered 
upon, give strength and vigor to the spiritual 
powers. 

2. Take as another example, the husband- 
man; what scope has he for the cultivation of 
faith and confidence in the Allwise Disposer of 
events! Not only may he see, in the silent 
growth of vegetation—in the beautiful pro- 
visions of Nature for the nourishment and pro- 
tection of her domains—in the every-varying 
seasons, each bringing its appointed results, 
and in the thousand delicate forces at work be- 
yond the human ken—constant proofs of the 
infinite skill and design at the disposal of the 
Supreme Ruler; but he is also taught his 
complete dependence upon God for al] that he 
possesses. He may prepare the ground, sow 
the seed, cherish and water it; but it rests 
wholly with God to give the increase. Thus 
are fostered, if he learn these lessons rightly, 
the Christian virtues of faith, hope, and trust, 
and gratitude, which is the germ of love. 

3. With the merchant, too, there is the same 
scope for faith and resignation. The ship that 
bears his merchandise may be “ tight, staunch 
and strong, and every way fitted for the voy- 
age ;”” but, unless God direct her and send fa- 
vorable gales. he has no power to hasten her 
progress. Well might the old documents con- 
clude with the prayer, “ And so God send the 
good ship to her desired port in safety.” 

How often do we see a person possessing 
qualities that appear specially fitted to ensure 
worldly success, toiling year after year, and yet 
scarcely providing for his necessary wants, 
whilst the mere trickster succeeds at once. 

Now this is a problem worth studying, and 
one that bears forcibly on the discipline of life. 
Does it not show how powerless is mere intel- 
lect, even in worldly things, without the bless- 
ing of God to direct it? It may be, also, 
that wealth in such cases would lead to luxury 
and idleness, and so is wisely withheld. But 
the deepest reason is, that God is often in this 
way rewarding the “ unsucessful”’ man with 
riches greater than wealth and luxury ean 
command. He is leading him by the failures 
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of Earth, to a “better and an enduring sub- 
stance” in Heaven. 

Then again, the religious tradesman often 
finds that honesty is a hindrance to his success. 
“ My brother? do you think that God is going to 
reward honor, integrity, high-mindedness, with 
this world’s coin? Do you fancy that He will 
pay spiritual excellence with plenty of custom? 
Are wealth and worldly prosperity God’s chief 
blessings? Is it for such you serve Him? 
and would these indeed satisfy your soul? 
Would you have God reward His saintliest, 
with these gauds and gewgaws? ‘God is not 
mocked ; for whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall be also’reap.’ [Gal. vi. 7.] If you sow 
to the spirit, be content with a spiritual reward 
—invisible—within—more life, and higher 
life.” If we survey the broad landscape of hu- 
man life, and observe the different lots of those 
who are scattered over it, we shall not fail to 
see, in the variety of characters, dispositions, 
and modes of existence, a net-work of moral 
and religious agencies, which go to make up 
the life plan of each individual soul, as inter- 
woven and delicate as those which regulate the 
natural world; and just as the patient inves- 
tigator of science becomes most familiar with 
physical laws, so the thoughtful observer of hu- 
man life will see most deeply into its meaning 
and purpose. 

Were we to study all the various types of the 
statesman, poet, scholar, historian, painter, 
sculptor, lawyer, physician, and many others, 
we should see how fully each bears out the 
view we have taken of life and its discip- 
line. 

The statesman, whose high mission it is, in 
studying the welfare of the community at large, 
to seek to benefit mankind ; the Christian poet, 
who reveals to us that inner world of feeling 
and beauty which underlies the actual, and, 
like Wordsworth, fills us with noble aspira- 
tions and longings; the scholar and historian, 
whose office it is to trace the moral government 
of God in the history of the world, and in the 
thougbts of mankind; the man of science, 
“the interpreter of nature,’ who, beneath the 
outward disturbances of things, sees the calm 
repose and eternal order that lie at the founda- 
tion of the universe, and which characterize 
the laws of Him ‘who uphoideth all things by 
the word of His power :” in all of these, and in 
others that might be.named, what a discipline 
there is for the moral and religious nature of 
those engaged in them. 

But, in upholding the true ideals of these 
different vocations, we must ever remember 
that it is only in the Christian life that they 
can be fully attained; only as our blessed Re- 
deemer’s wor's are acted up to, “ for I do al- 
ways those things that please Him,” can we 
rightly fulfil our avocations in life. All our 


gifts must be exercised in and for Christ, and 
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a loving obedience to Him must be the motive 
which governs the outward conduct. 

Thus into every variety of life comes a wise 
discipline, that, with the blessing of Christ’s 
spirit, may be sanctified to the growth of the 
spiritual nature. From the king to the mean- 
est of his subjccts there is the same spiritual 
nature within, and to each, life is the great 
teacher and unfolder of its powers. Tennyson 
has some beautiful lines bearing on this sub- 
ject, where he is teaching resignation on the 
loss of a friend, and shows how sorrow tends to 
our spiritual good, by bringing out the highest 
qualities of the soul. 

“ God gives us love, something fo love 
He lends us, and when love is grown 
To ripeness, that on which it throve 
Falls off, and love is left alone.” 

It is indeed in the sacred school of sorrow, 
that all the deepest feelings of the soul come 
forth; and the man who is sanctified through 
affliction, approaches most nearly to that Di- 
vine pattern of human life which Christ ex- 
hibited for us, who, as ‘‘ the Captain of our sal- 
vation, was made perfect through sufferings.” 
Yet not only is the soul disciplined by adver- 
sity ; it has often to undergo the severer trial 
of prosperity, and some there are who seem 
especially to flourish under its influence; but 
it is only those ‘“‘ whose affections are set on 
things above,” and who are to a great extent 
“redeemed from the world,” that can rightly 
bear the full sunshine of outward blessings. 

Thus the different lots of joy and sorrow are, 
in unerring wisdom, appointed to each of us 
as each requires, and happy are those who take 
both, as the gift of the same all-merciful 
Father. 

Life must be regarded always with reference 
to the life to come; not simply in the stoical 
spirit, that in a few years it will be all over, 
and therefore it matters little what befalls us 
here, but rather as of profound significance, as 
part and prelude of a life that never ends. 

(To be concluded.) 
omnes 

EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF NEW 

ENGLAND YEARLY MEETING. 
(Concluded from page 743.) 

The Records of the Meeting for Sufferings, 
for the past year, were laid before us and read, 
and the proceedings of that meeting are satis- 
factory, and approved by this meeting, and the 
Friends now under appointment are continued 
to compose a Meeting for Sufferings for the en- 
suing year, to act on our behalf, on such mat- 
ters as have usually claimed the attention of 
that meeting, according to our Discipline. 

By the records of the Meeting for Suffer- 
ings, it appears that a communication from the 
Meeting for Sufferings of our brethren of Balti- 
more Yearly Meeting, had been received, set- 
ting forth the distress of our beloved friends, 
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in some portions of North Carolina Yearly 
Meeting, occasioned by the ravages of the war, 
to which a response had been promptly made, 
by a voluntary subscription, on the part of some 
of our members; and the subject being now 
again brought before us, and the “feelings of 
Friends being deeply interested, and much 
sympathy expressed, we appoint our friends, 
[names omitted], to call upon Friends, now in 
attendance of this meeting, and-also in their 
several neighborhoods, to contribute in their 
freedom for the reliefof our North Carolina 
Friends. The sums raised to be forwarded to 
our friend Charles R. Tucker, New Bedford 
Mass., (who is requested to act as Treasurer) to 
be by him remitted to our friend Francis T. 
King, to be disbursed by Friends of Baltimore 
Yearly Meeting, in such manner as they may 
deem will best promote the object for which 
the funds are contributed. The committee 
are requested to report to this meeting, next 
year. 

The subject of the revision of our discipline 
by reference from last year claiming our solid 
attention, it is the judgment of this meeting 
that the time has not arrived to enter upon this 
work; and the subject is discharged from 
present consideration, in much unity and 
brotherly condescension. 

Adjourned to 4 o’clock to-morrow afternoon. 

Fifth-day afternoon, the 15th—The Com- 
mittee on Education presented the subjoined 
report, which is satisfactory and encouraging, 
and the committee are continued under appoiat- 
ment, with the addition of Benjamin G. Shep- 
herd and Prince G. More, and we desire to 
strengthen their hands in the interesting work 
in which they are engaged. The Committee 
are specially requested to attend carefully to 
ascertaining with accuracy the number of mem- 
bers within this Yearly Meeting, and Subor- 
dinate Meetings are desired to render such aid 
in this respect as the committce may require. 
“To THe YeaRLy MEETING :~— 

The Committee on the subject of Education 
have endeavored to discharge the duties as- 
signed them by the Yearly Meeting, and are 
encouraged in believing, by information received 
from the different portions of this Yearly Meet- 
ing, that with the assistance of Monthly Meet- 
ing committees and other interested friends, 
they have accomplished much during the past 
year, by encouraging the guarded, religious and 
literary education of our youth and children. 

Members of the committee have attended the 
annual examinations of the various institutions 
of learning under the care of Friends withia 
the limits of this Yearly Meeting, and are pre- 

ared to give them our hearty approval. 

The subject of Scriptural instruction has 
largely engaged our attention, and although the 
returns show an increase of but four schools 
over the number reported in 1863, the at- 
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tendance is much larger, and their efficiency 
much improved. 

The Committee have had interesting meet- 
ings during the sessions of the Yearly Meet- 
ing, and the evidence is abundant and conclu- 
sive that First day schools are exerting a de- 
cidedly beneficial influence upon our religious 
society ; and we are happy to be able to state, 
that there are hopeful evidences that many have 


been awakened to an increased dedication of 


heart by means of this instrumentality. By 
direction of the committee, circulars were for- 
warded to each Monthly Meeting, and the fol- 
lowing statistical information has been received, 
which we submit to the Yearly Meeting. 

On behalf of the Committee, 

SamuceL GirrorD, Clerk.” 

The number of Friends’ children in the 
Yearly Meeting between the ages of 5 and 21 
years, is 1,038; the number of First-day 
schools under the care of Friends, 54 ; average 
length of time these schools are kept, 8 
months; the number of scholars attending 
these schvols, 1,552; the number of Friends 
attending the same, 775 ; the number of teach- 
ers engaged in them, 205; the number of Bible 
Classes, 40; the number attending Bible 
Classes, 671; the number of Friends attending 
Bible Classes, 482. 

A lively and interesting Testimony of Dur- 
ham Monthly Meeting, approved by Falmouth 
Quarterly Meeting, concerning our late beloved 
friend Thomas Jones, has been read, and is di- 
rected to be recorded. His memory is precious 
to us, and we desire that his exemplary and 
Christian life may be emulated by all of us. 

We are informed, in the Epistle from New 
York Yearly Meeting, that that Meeting has 
granted the privilege to the Friends composing 
the Quarterly Meetings of Pelham, Yonge 
Street and West Lake, of holding a Yearly 
Meeting at Piekering, Canada West, to be 
opened on the last Sixth-day in the Sixth 
month, 1867, if approved by the other Yearly 
Meetings. The proposition claimed the solid 
consideration of this meeting, and was freely 
united with, and the clerk is directed to append 
this minute to our Epistle of the present year 
addressed to New York Yearly Meeting. 

The Committee on Correspondence presented 
essays of Epistles to our dear brethren of the 
Yearly Meetings of London, Ireland, New 
York, Baltimore, North Carolina, Ohio, Indi- 
ana, Western and Iowa, which being approved, 
the Clerk is directed to sign them on our be- 
half, and forward them to those meetings re- 
spectively. 

Gratefully acknowledging that our present 


Yearly Meeting has been a continued season of 


Divine favor, under which we have been en- 
abled to dispose of the various weighty and im- 


portant subjects connected with the welfare of 


the Church that have claimed our attention in 
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love and barmony, now with a humble sence of 
the great mercy extended to us, we separate in 
close unity, proposing to meet again in this 
place at the usual time next year, if the Lord 
permit. 


SAMUEL Boyp Tosry, Clerk. 





For Friends’ Review. 
THE FREEDPEOPLE AND OUR DUTIES TOWARD 
THEM. 

The colored people are proverbially religious, 
and perhaps it may be said with some truth, 
they are proverbially inconsistent in practice. 
It is common to attribute their laxity in morals 
to the evil tendencies of slavery. While this 
is true, there is a deeper depth to the influences 
that have been brought to bear upon them than 
we have hitherto sounded. 

My present impression is, that the religious 
training of the colored people in slavery has had 
quite as much to do with their moral status as 
the mere condition of slavery. The teaching 
of the Southern Clergy; the prostitution of 
their theology to sustain an iniquity which has 
been rightly termed “The sum of ail vil- 
lainies,” has been so often commented upon 
and criticised, that nothing new can be said 
upon the subject. : 

The colored people have had a decided Serip- 
ture training. From conversation with a num- 
ber of them, find that the planters themselves 
have been in the practice of expounding and 
interpreting the Scriptures to their people. At 
first, I thought this might have been done oc- 
casionally by the few, but further inquiry shows 
that industriously and sedulously, the slave- 
holder himself has used the Bible to rivet still 
closer and stronger the chains of servitude. As 
a matter of course, the main object of such 
teaching has been to convince the colored peo- 
ple that their condition was in accordance with 
the declarations of Holy Scripture, and that the 
will of God had placed them in their state of 
bondage. The African is docile and teachable. 
In religious matters he is trusting and reverent. 
Week by week, in barns and sugar houses, con- 
gregations have been gathered, the holy book 
opened, and wicked men have, by a careful se- 
lection of passages and texts, conveyed to the 
minds of their hearers the monstrous lie, that 
“by the decree of the Almighty Father their 
race was to serve the white man forever.” 
This has been the foundation. Now let any re- 
flective mind vonsider how much of the detail of 
slave-life, as the planter would have it, could 
be built upon such a foundation. Then again 
consider the pupils in such a school in another 
light. They are not a reflective, reasoning peo- 
ple. But two prominent points would present 
themselves as they listened—one, the theory, 
as plainly deduced from the written word, 
which they were unable to read ; the other, the 


fact of their servile condition. The earthly op- 
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pressor has but pointed them toa Heavenly op- 
pressor, and the cloud which overshadowed 
them, has been of “ Sinai,” and not of “ Tabor.” 

With such a training what are we to look for 
in the colored people of religious character, as 
they emerge from thraldom. Whit have we 
a right to expect? What dothey show? What 
duty have we to perform ? 

“God is love,” says the beloved disciple ; 
and we read the words to our children, and point 
them toa loving Father, and day by day we di- 
rect them to the still small voice. Love com- 
mends itself, and as we watch their faltering 
steps, we do no wrong in anticipating the de- 
velopment of a character, which shall conform 
to the sacred standard, “First pure, then 
peaceable, easy to be entreated, and full of good 
works.” 

“God is your master,” says the slaveholder, 
“he has decreed that you should serve us, and 
your highest duty is to be faithful to my inter- 
ests.” The type of the Lord, as he is thus pre- 
sented, is before the slave in the person of his 
earthly oppressor. With this conception of the 
Most High, which insults his better instincts, 
and adds to the weight which is crushing him, 
what of Christian character is he likely to 
build ? 

He will worship—all men do this, and his 
emotional, excitable nature will make to itself 
a form of worship, but with his apprehension of 
the character of Jehovah, is it any wonder if he 
steal? What standard has he for honesty? 
What motive for self-denial? Is he unfaithful 
to duty in temporal things? To whom has he, 
by his Scriptural training, been called to faith- 
fulness? Clearly, we have but little right to 
look for aught else than these things, if we con- 
sider his schools and his teachers. But, it may 
be said, that the colored man, in common with 
all, has had his day of visitation. As “ Grace 
has appeared to all men,” so to him. This is 
true. Have we any right to expect more of 
him than we do of the heathen? With his 
perverted idea of the Deity, ought we to look 
foras much? Yet we find a great deal more ; 
and such virtues, such nobleness of character as 
we see daily among these people, we can but 
gratefully attribute to a measure of Divine in- 
fluence, which as precious seed, long buried be- 
neath the rubbish of the training of bad men, 
has “taken root downward and borne fruit up- 
ward.” “Thanks be to God for his unspeakable 
gift.” Let us sce now what of Christian con- 
duct the Freedpeople are displaying in this 
their transition state. I desire to speak very 
carefully and cautiously here, and yet I ought 
to speak intelligently. ; 

On each side of our little dwelling is a village 
of Freedmen, most of whom have been enjoying 
liberty a year. Within rifle shot is the “ con- 
traband” camp. I am perfectly familiar with 
the moral condition of these communities. In 
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addition to these, the teachers at our several 
stations are constantly in communication with 
me, and our headquarters at Nashville is the re- 
sort of nearly all who have the care of the 
Freedpeople in the military department of the 
Cumberland. 

First, with reference to their worship. For 
a year past they have been organizing religious 
societies, building meeting houses, and in many 
instances establishing worship in buildings de- 
serted by white professors. They are, however, 
not prevented from meeting by the want of 
commodious houses. They meet in cabins, in 
the open air, under trees, and along the hill 
sides. They are devout listeners. I have seen 
a colored congregation in Gallatin, Tenn., stand 
three hours, listening to three consecutive 
funeral discourses. The people of Knoxville 
have just raised $800 to build a house of wor- 
ship. At Stevenson, Ala., the Baptists and Meth- 
odists have both erected mecting houses, with- 
in the last month. At Murfreesboro’, Tenn., a 
considerable sum of money has just been con- 
tributed to repair the building occupied by 
the Baptists, while here, a few days since, ap- 
plication was made to me, by the society meet- 
ing in the William Penn school house, here in 
Nashville, to enlarge the room. Perhaps I 
have said enough on this head. They area 
law abiding people. Here are these two vil- 
lages in view from our windows. I have yet to 
see any colored man or woman under arrest 
from either of them, though the road to the 
Provost Marshal lies directly in front of the 
Lodge. I know of no riotous assembly in 
either, and without a weapon of defence, I have 
never kad the least real apprehension of danger. 
We are safe in their midst. They are industri- 
ous, and this, too, despite the treatment they 
receive at the hands of vicious white men, often 
of the most atrocious character. I have never 
seen among the Freed people a man who was 
not willing to work, if he could get fair wages. 
The colored nan is not simple enough to sup- 
pose that he is under obligation to work for a 
Secessionist for one dollar, when a Union man 
will give him two dollars. My impression is, 
that excepting among the most degraded, there 
is an unwillingness to solicit aid, when they 
can possibly sustain themselves. 

This last statement I have read to three 
teachers who are present, and they endorse it; 
one of them adding, “I have known instaaces, 
where gratuitous assistance has been refused,” 

They care for their families Ought we to 
look for this, when we consider the antecedents 
of the family relation, among the African race? 
Not only so, but instances are very frequent, 
where the orphan finds shelter and protection 
beneath the humble roof of a friend or neigh- 
bor. There is something touching in the 
phrase ‘fellow servant” which is common 
among the Freed people here, applied to those 
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who belonged to the same master, and many 
are the kindnesses, which such show one for an- 
other. Common suffering seems to have be- 
gotten a sympathy, which common deliverance 
but strengthens. 

They are a grateful people. This statement, 
too, I have submitted tothose about me. Here 
are their opinions. ‘Grateful where they 
know that they receive a gift, and not a right.” 
‘“‘Grateful withcat many words.” ‘Grateful 
as any white people of asimilar class.” “I 
don’t think they are grateful ; I know it.” Let 
me give an incident, a little thing, but it lies 
nearest me. If too simple for the subject up- 
on which I am writing, it may be pardoned in 
one who has spent many years among children. 

Last evening one of our Stevenson teachers 
came up for supplies. He had been twenty- 
seven hours on the road—much of the time in 
a cattle car. He was not well, and suffered 
with the chill of the bottoms At one station 
he left the car, and walked to the head of the 
train. As he was passing the caboose, a col- 
ored boy called to him and asked him in. The 
same boy gave him a seatby the stove, prepared 
him a cup of coffee and some food—refusing 
all compensation, on the ground that he had 
‘““once been a member of the Stevenson school 
for three days.” Another boy, with cakes for 
sale, upon being told by the first, that our 
friend “ was the school teacher,” immediately 
proffered his stock, “‘ many as ye want of dese 
yere for nothing.” Payment for the cakes be- 
ing insisted upon, he received the money very 
reluctantly, and just before the train started re- 
appeared with some fresh ones, payment for 
which he eluded by running away. 

The colored woman who lives just over the 
hill in sight of us, in a little cabin erected by 
one of our lady-teachers, with money sent from 
Massachusetts, knows how to be grateful, and 
cannot do enough to show her gratitude. Here 
then, we have a church-going people, good cit- 
izens, industrious, kind and grateful. Are not 
these Christian traits? Ought we to have 
looked for them in those who were constantly 
reminded that they were under a curse ? 

Now what duty have we to perform in this 
connection? First, as they had religious teach- 
ers, so they should again have them. Instead 
of the blasphemer, who perverts the truth, let 
devoted women and earnest men go among 
them, teaching them not only to read the Bible 
for themselves, but also, in a plain simple way, 
giving them right ideas of our Heavenly 
Father, his love, mercy, providential care, and, 
above all, commending to them that wonderful 
human life, which was so touched with a feel- 
ing for our ivfirmities; that death which pur- 
chased for us the life which leads to immortal 
ity. At every station there should not only be 
a First-day school, but among the delegates 
sent to any one point, there should always be 


one or more capable of giving such instruction 
as I have alluded to, and possessing sufficient 
weight of religious character to commend it. 

As soon as a child or adult among the Freed- 
people can read, a copy of the New Testament 
or of the Bible should be placed in his or her 
hands at once. 

These are obvious duties, but the truly con- 
cerned teacher will find that where there is in 
himself a willingness to.labor for the good of 
our Master’s poor, the best way and means will 
be pointed out. 

To us, then, in this day is granted the privi- 
lege of training religiously a great people. As 
the task-master has been the type of the colored 
man’s oppressive Deity, let the serious gentle- 
ness of the Christian teacher, as she unfolds to 
these docile and teachable children, the char+ 
acter and attributes of the God of their free- 
dom, so impress them with the loveliness of an 
infinite Father, that as moral duties are pre- 
sented for the exercise of their self-denial, they 
may be willing to turn their feet into the way 
of his testimonies, and see the beauty of holi- 
ness. Wo. F. MITCHELL. 
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PHILADELPHIA, SEVENTH MONTH 29, 1865. 


RECONSTRUCTION.—Since the restoration of 
peace in our country, much is said of the re- 
organization or reconstruction of the Southern 
States and Southern churches. Previous to 
the rebellion, slavery had produced contention 
and division in some religious denominations, and 
the opinion has been entertained that the seces- 
sion of the Methodist church South had a strong 
influence in bringing about the attempted se- 
cession of the Southern States. The “ recon- 
struction of the Southern churches,” in renewed 
connection and fellowship with churches of the 
same profession in the North, is receiving the 
anxious consideration and efforts of Northern 
and Southerp members. Many difficulties in- 
terpose, arising, especially, from the fact that 
Southern professors of religion took an active 
and leading part in the rebellion, and thus 
brought themselves into deadly conflict on the 
field of battle with their Northern brethren. 
True Christian love and fellowship were of 
course utterly destroyed between the contend- 
ing parties, and their restoration is probably a 
work of greater magnitude and difficulty than 
that of re-establishing the political union of the 
'States. Very different is the relation existing 
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between Friends in the Northern and Southern 
States. The civil war produced no alienation 
of feeling among them, and the advent of peace 
found them anxious to renew the religious in- 
terecourse and correspondence which they were 
always ready to maintain, and which had heen 
interrupted only by communication being cut 
off by the rebellion. Equally averse to war and 
slavery, they were also united in faithful 
allegiance to the government, and hence were 
not found in hostile array against each other. 
Unlike those religious professors who have not 
adopted the peaceable principles of Christianity, 
Northern and Southern Friends have no sec- 
tional jealousies to be removed ; no injuries to 
be mutually forgiven ; no broken fellowship to 
be restored, and no divided churches to be re- 
constructed. 





EMANCIPATION 1N Georoia.—In an official 
proclamation, James Johnson, Provisional Gov- 
ernor of Georgia, declares that slavery is ex- 
tinct, and involuntary servitude no longer ex- 
ists in that State. Hence, he proclaims, no 


person shall have control of the labor of 


another, other than such control as may lawfully 
result from indenture, the relation of parent and 


child, guardian and ward, and the contract of 


hiring, freely and fairly made; and that, for a 
breach of duty on the part of any one standing 
in these relations, the mi.itary authority will ad- 
minister, in a summary manner, adequate and 
proper relief under the laws of the land. 


~~. 


Diep, on the 22d of 4th month, 1865, Eminy, wife 
of Addison Johnson, aged 43 years; a member of 
Pleasant Plain Monthly Meeting of Friends, Iowa. 
Through the course of an illness of about four 
weeks she passed through much suffering, yet was 
not heard to murmur; evincing cheerful resignation 
to the Divine will. 





, on the 11th of 4th month, 1865, Dorcas, 
wife of Samuel Bowerman, in the 50th year of her 
age; a member of Raisin Monthly Meeting, Mich. 
She bore a lingering illness with great patience and 
resignation, often expressing a willingness to leave 
this world of trials, of sickness, and sorrow. “0,” 
said she, “ what a change it will be, where all will 
be quietness, peace, and rest.” 





, near Mooresville, Ind., on the 23d of 6th 
month, 1865, Parse F., daughter of Joab and Ruth 
Wright, aged 27 years, 11 months and 25 days; a 
member of White Lick Monthly Meeting, Ind. She 
was afflicted with a lingering disease. Feeling an 
interest for her young associates, she called them 
together, a few weeks before her death, and gave 
them words of sweet counsel, telling them and her 
relatives that she was ready to go at her Heavenly 
Father's call. 
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Diep, on the 5th of 3d month, 1865, Mary, wife 


of David Palmer, aged 65 years, 9 months and 13 
days; an esteemed member of Duck Creek Monthly 


Meeting, Ind. For several years past it was mani- 
fest that she felt an increasing interest in the 
spread of her Redeemer’s kirgdom. She said she 
had no desire to stay here, but longed to be gone, 
adopting the language, “Not my will but thine, O 
Father, be done.” She bore a protracted illness 
with patience, and left the impression that her end 
was peace. 


, on the 17th of 6th month, 1865, Davin Reye 
NOLDS, aged 52 years and 9days. At times, in 
the latter part of his illness, he suffered extreme 
pain, which he bore with Christian fortitude; being 
sensible that the time of his suffering would not be 
long, he was willing to suffer until the Lord was 
pleased to give him rest. Near the close, he raised 
his voice in prayer and praise to bis Maker, for his 
unbounded love and mercies toward him, and 
calmly departed. 


, at Cary, Ind., on the 2d of 8th month, 1864, 
Henry Lepery, son of John and Susanna Ridgway, 
aged 10 months and 20 days. 


, on the 7th of 3d month, 1865, Hannan ALIcE 
Jones, aged 6 years, 6 months and 27 days, daugh- 
ter of John and Sarah Jones. 
, on the 23d of 3d month, 1865, Marcarer 
Lams, daughter of the late Caleb and Sarah Lamb, 
in the 32d year of her age. She appeared to be 
fully resigned, saying, she saw nothing in ber way; 
leaving a well-grounded hope to those who mourn 
her loss that with her all is well. 
, on the 3lst of 3d month, 1865, Mitton N., 
son of Jonathan and Martha Lamb, aged | year, 5 
mouths, and 11 days. 

The above five were members of Pipe Creek 
Monthly Meeting, Ind. 


~~ 

















Wanxtep, a practical Teacher, with a good tact 
for imparting instruction in the primary branches, 
especially, and for governing, to take charge of 
Friends’ Mission School amongst the Kansas In- 
dians, near Council Grove, Kansas. Application 
may be made to Jeremiah Hadley, Mooresville, Mor- 
gan county, Indiana. 


——__—_—+—-8e 


TEACHERS WANTED. 


The Committee of Indiana Yearly Meeting for 
Relief of Freedmen, anticipating a much more fa- 
vorable opportunity to render them efficient aid in 
the way of education, &c., desire that such Friends 
as feel inclined to labor amongst those people would 
apply early by letter to Levi Jessup, Richmond, Ind, 
Those who are not known to the Committee will 
please give the names of one or two Friends for 
reference. 

We desire to send agents and teachers south as 
early as the first of 9th month. We need judicious 
Friends to distribute clothing, Erriciant TeacuErs, 
also, Women to Conduct Indu-trial Schools, to 
Teach Colored Women to Sew, &c., and Friends to 
tike charge of Orphan Asylums. 

The field of labor is large, and the necessities of 
the Freedmen very great, and we hope that many 
earnest, energetic, religious Friends are ready to en- 
gage in this work of charity. 


saa inaeaeiesilllateaieniats 

WANTED, a young man (a Friend), to instruct a 
boy of 11 years in the rudiments of a classical ed- 
ucation. Address R. P. Surra, care of WHITaLt, 
Tatum & Co., Phila., or Millville, N. J. 
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Aw Appress on THE CHARACTER AND EXAMPLE OF 
Presipent Lincotn, by Professor Thomas Chase, at 
Haverford College. This able and instructive Ora- 
tion may be obtained of Joseph Potts, at the office 
of Friends’ Review,—25 cents for a single copy, or 
five copies for one dollar; if sent by mail, 2 cents 
will be added for each copy. 


In this neighborhood there are but about forty 
in membership with Friends. This meeting has 
been greatly reduced in the last five years by 
removals to the Western States. We spent two 
days there in visiting our friends, and attend- 
ing meeting with them. Leaving that settle- 
ment we proceeded to Newhope, in Green Co., 
abut sixty miles from Lost Creek ; there we 
stayed about three days, attending the Monthly 
and First-day Meetings. There are twenty-four 
families and parts belonging to this meeting — 
about 100 members. Friends have suffered 
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HAVERFORD COLLEGE. 

The Winter Term will begin on Fourth-day, 13th 
of Ninth month next. 

Applications for the admission of students should 
be made to Joseph Potts, Agent, at the office, No. 
109 North Tenth Street, Philadelphia. They must 
in all cases be accompanied by certificates of char- 
acter, and the studies pursued, to be signed by the 
last teacher. Copies of the last Annual Report, 
with all needful information, may be obtained ut 
the office; or at the College, West Haverford, Dela- 
ware county, Pa.; or on application to Charles Yar- 
nall, No. 124 South Twelfth Street; James Whitall, 
No. 410 Race Street; or Thomas P. Cope, No. 1 
Walnut Street. 

Philad’a , 6mo. 24, 1865.—eowtf. 


—— wee 


CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE SHELTER FOR COL- 
ORED ORPHANS. 


Arrangement has been made by which any artjcles 
left at Parker’s grocery store, corner of Eleventh and 
Market streets, (one of the city offices of Martin’s 
suet Philadelphia Express) will be conveyed to the 
Shelrer. 

Fruit and vegetables, will be particularly accept- 
able, and will be gratefully received as contribu- 
tions. 

Whatever -is sent should be plainly marked 
“ Shelter for Colored Orphans, West Philadelphia.” 

Bags or baskets will be returned to Parker’s gro- 
cery store. 

Perishable fruits should be left either on Fourth-day 
or early Fifih-day morning. 4t. 


armies : nearly their entire stock of horses, cat- 
tle, hogs and sheep were taken, and nearly all 
the provisions that raiders could find. 

Friends of Newberry and Lost Creek, having 
been in the Union lines for about 18 months 
previous to the surrender of Lee’s army, had 
had opportunity of procuring such supplies of 
stock and other necessaries as their very limited 
means would admit. 

Friends of Newhope had been within the 
Confederate lines since the breaking out of the 
rebellion, and have suffered even more than the 
other meetings in being robbed of their pro- 
visions, of every description, that the army 
could get hold of, without an opportunity of ob- 
taining the needed supplies. 

There were a few in each of the meetings of 
Newberry and Newhope, who were robbed of 
all their means of support, and without the 
kind assistance of those who had a little left, 
they must have suffered greatly. 

It is due to our friends in Philadelphia to 
say that the «mediate pressing wants of 
Friends in Tennessee had been supplied by a 
generous donation from them, without which 
there must have been much suffering. 

It was the opinion of Friends in different 
settlements, that there would be a sufficient 
quantity of provisions raised the present season 
for their use; some would raise enough and 
some to spare, aod others not enough, neither 
would they have means without assistance to 
purchase. 

It was gratifying to find that notwithstanding 
their losses and privations, and the discourage- 
ment they have felt on account of many of their 
members having removed to the West, Friends 
rejoice at the return of peace, and the destruc- 
tion of slavery—that system of abominations 
which has driven so many of the brethren 
from the “sunny South;”’ and many seem 
earnestly desirous to be found faithfully labor- 
ing in bringing order out of confusion, and for 
the establishment of peace and prosperity in the 
country. 

The subject of education has been much ne- 
glected. They are in want of efficient teachers. 
The Friendsville Institute is a substantial two- 
story brick building, situated near Newberry 
meeting-house, iu the village of Friendsville, 
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The Trustees of Friends’ School at Crosswicks, N- 
J., are in want of a competent Friend as teacher, to 
open the school early in 9th month. 

Application may be made to Joel H. Middleton, 
Crosswicks, Burlington county,or toSamuel Allinson, 
Yardville, Mercer county, N. J. 


cine cas 
For Friends’ Review. 
FRIENDS IN EAST TENNESSEE. 


The Meetiog for Sufferings of Indiana Yearly 
Meeting, held the Ist inst., being informed that 
the members of our Society residing in East 
Tennessee, had suffered from seizures by the 
armies, appointed the undersigned to visit 
them, and convey a message of love and sym- 
pathy to them, and enquire into theirsituation, 
and take measures to render themaid. We left 
Richmond, Ind., on the 7th, and arrived at 
Newberry, in Blount county, East Tennessee, 
on the Lith inst. There are in this neighbor- 
hood about thirty-three families and parts of 
families of Friends—about 100 members. Af- 
ter spending about two days in mingling with 
Friends, both collectively and individually, and 
enquiring into their condition and wants, we 
proceeded to Lost Creek, in Jefferson county. 


greatly in all the meetings from seizures by the. 
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Blount county, capable of accommodating about 
120 students, and Friends are desirous to have 
a school there. We would call the attention of 
young Friends who wish to engage in teaching, 
to this school. 

Our brethren in the South have suffered 
much in upholding the Christian testimonies 
against slavery and war, and we feel that they 
have strong claims on the sympathy and liber- 
ality of their brethren in the North ; they need 
aid to supply personal wants, also in building 
and repairing meeting and school-houses, and 
in making additions to their meeting libraries. 
We do not doubt but that Friends will liberally 
respond to these claims. 


Levi Jessup, Committee 
Luke THOMAS, ’ 
Richmond, Ind., 6mo. 29th, 1865. 


——— ——+ om - - — 


THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


At the Aunual Meeting of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society held in London on the 
3d of 5th month, last, Bishop Janes, who at- 
tended as Representative of the American Bible 
Society, delivered an address from which we 
take the following statements :— 

The American Bible Society was organized 
in 1816, twelve years later than your society. 
The Society has therefore just entered upon 
the last year of the first half century of its his. 
tory; and it may be proper for me to give 
some statement of the result of its operations 
for these past years. The Society, in its offi- 
cers and managers, has representatives from 
most of the evangelical churches of the country ; 
and although there are some good Christians 
who prefer to circulate the Scriptures through 
other agencies, yet the Society, and its more 
than 1,800 auxiliaries, have the support, the 
sympathy, and the co-operation of the great 
majority of Christians in the land. Our begin- 
ning was a small one, although, according to 
the statement of his lordship, the receipts of 
the first year a little transcended the receipts of 
your society in its first year. Its progress has 
been steady, and sometimes rapid. The So- 
ciety now owns a Bible House on an open 
square, central in the City of New York, the 
circumference of which is more than 7(0 feet. 
It is six stories high, substantially built of 
brick and stone, and we think it well adapted 
to our uses; and the expense of its erection 
was entirely defrayed by a specific subscription 
for that purpose. In this building we now 
have fifteen of the largest and most modern of 
printing presses, propelled by steam power, in 
constant operation, and furnishing about 5,000 
volumes daily. The working force at present 
in the Bible House is about 380 persons. The 
Society owns 100 sets of stereotype plates of 
the Scriptures; some of them of the largest 
and most costly kind, and all of them good 




































specimens of modern typography. It issves 
the entire Bible in over eighty different va- 
rieties, the English New Testament in forty 
different varieties, and portions of the Scrip- 
tures in English in over twenty varieties; and 
it issues the Scriptures in other languages im 
over 100 different forms. 
sue of the Society in the forty-nine years of its 
history has been over 20,000,000 volumes. 
And let me say, if the ratio of the increase be 
the same in years to come that it has been in 
years past, when our Society shall be as old as 
yours, we shall have issued as many copies of 
the Holy Scriptures. The last year of the So- 


The aggregate is- 


ciety has been its most prosperous one. Our 
receipts for the year ending the last day of 
April were $677,851. The volumes issued 
during the past year were 1,530,563. Of these 
800,000 were distributed gratuitously, and 
686.852 were given to soldiers in the army of 
the United States government, and the soldiers 
in the army of the so-called Confederate govern- 
ment; for we are happy to give the Scriptures 
to everybody. I like to say all the good I can 
of everybody, and I «m therefore happy to say 
that that government permitted ns to send the 
Scriptures through their lines. A portion of 
these Scriptures were given to the United 
States’ seamen and marines; 33,75+ copies 
were given to freedmen, slaves manumitted by 
the war. 


SE ee 
From the English Sunday Magazine. 
A JOURNEY TO SINAIT. 


AFTER travelling for five days from Cairo, we 
found ourselves encamped by the shores of the 
Red Sea; and here I propose to begin my ac- 
count of the journey through the great wilder- 
ness of Mount Sinai. It was on an evening in 
March, that our party, collected on the summit 
of the grey wall of hills which shuts in 
the valley of the Nile on the east, took their 
last look at that old land of the Pharaohs. 
And what a contrast did either side of that 
summit present! The one moment, we were 
gazing down on green fields, and woods, and 
cities—while far beyond, the great Pyramids 
fronted us in their lonely majesty. The next 
moment every trace of man was gone, and we were 
in the Desert, amidst silence and eternal soli- 
tudes ; and for four days we journeyed through 
that silent, solitary waste. On the evening of 
the fuurth, we caught our first glimpse of the 
Red Sea—a mere thread of blue, yet so purely 
blue, that it seemed, betwixt the grey desert 
plains and the distant silvery desert hills, as a 
very slip of the azure sky, seen through a break 
in the white @ouds. Next day we travelled 
nearer and nearer, till at evening our camels 
were crushing with their hoofs the bright shells 
and scarlet corals thrown up on the moist sands 
by the transparent waves; and that night we 
saw the sunset followed by the throbbing splen- 
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dors of evening, which dyed with its rich pur- 
ples the hills of Arabia, rising beyond the op- 
positeshore. That night, too, for the first time, 
we felt assured that we beheld scenes of sacred 
interest. Somewhere there had passed the 
hosts of Israel, when these same waters “ stood 
together as an heap ;” and somewhere, on that 


REVIEW. 


reach. Sending off our camels to cross this 
channel at a ford a mile or two higher up, we 
took a boat for the purpose of going by sea, and 
joining our baggage at the Wells of Moses, a 
few miles down the eastern coast. It was a 
glorious day. The sea was blue as the sky 
above us, and so purely transparent, that we 


far-off coast-line, had Miriam led forth the) were able to watch, far down in its depths, the 


daughters of Israel, as, with high timbrels and 
shouts of triumph, they beheld “chariots and 
horsemen cast into the sea.” 

Leaving the noire of the eocampment, I went 
off alone along the shore, with its beat and 
dash of waters. How musical after the dry, 
silent wilderness! How strange it seemed to 
stand there on Africa, and look across on Asia, 
to realize it stretching from that on to Persia, 
and India, and far-off China; and to know, too, 
that these very hills were bordering on the 
ranges of Sinaiand Horeb! The scene itself, in- | 
dependently of its associations, was very beauti- 
ful. Behind rose the bigh mass of Atikah, 
furrowed and splintered; away to the north 
were the long, waste levels around Suez; tothe 
south, steep bluffs, sweeping around from Até- 
kah, hemmed usin ina broad plain: and over the | 
sea, in front, and stretching far down the coast, 
until lost in the haze of distance, were the white, 
glimmering hills of Arabia. Nota tree, not a 
house, not a wreath of smoke, not one green 








changing varieties of formation at the bottom, 
according as we sailed over coral beds, or golden 
sands gemmed with shells, or waving forests of 
tangled weeds. 

An hour and a half brought us tothe Asiatic 
shore under the Ayen Mousa, or Wells of Moses. 
These wells are about two miles up from the 
sea, and form quite a little oasis in the midst of 
the desert around them. They are seven in 
number, rising in a cluster of little mounds ; 
and, though their water is bitter and unpalata- 
ble as far as man is concerned, yet they serve 
to make our first “ green spot in the wilder- 
ness.” But Ayen Mousa has for us a secret 
interest. Its very name, like so many in the 
desert, recalls our thoughts to that history which 
has made its localities familiar in every house- 
hold in Christendom. Although there is 
nothing to lead us to identify these Wells of 
Moses either with Marah or Elim, with its 
twelve fountains and seventy palm trees, never- 
theless, it can hardly be supposed but that a 


spot, was to be seen, and yet the whole was| spot so well watered must have been one of the 
very beautiful. The fading away of the lights | halting-places of the Israelites. 


of evening had much the same effect on the 


As we drew near the high mountain, Ham- 


heart as witnessing a dissolving view. Now, it} mém-el-Faraoon, we had on our left the long 
‘was all glowing splendor, but gradually a line} level heights of Er Rahah, with the plain along 


of purple like a fine mist, breathed itself along 
the coast, growing, bit by bit, a denser and a 
broader belt—creeping up and up, until there 
was left but a rim of gold along the ragged 
edges of the hills; that, too, -was lost as the 
purple rose up the sky—soon itself, however, 
fading and languishing into many hues; until, 
at last, all died away into a cold, grey monot- 
ony; and then, as if the “spectacle” were 
over, ali gathered into the tent for the rest of 
the night. 

Next morning, with the fresh sea-breeze, and 
along the moist shoreland, we journeyed from 
our encampment uader Atakah towards the long 
desert-levels that surround Ajured and Suez. 
And when the sea-breeze had died away into 
the calm, dead heat of noon, and we had paced 
for some hours over steamy flats flickering with 
mirage, we reached Suez, with its great, bare, 
white khans and warehouses, rising so-strange- 
ly from that great, bare, white desert, without 
a tree or blade of grass to relieve its dreariness. 
Suez stands on the point of a bong, gravelly 
ridge. On one side it commands a view down 
the Red Sea, which, at full tide, rises close up 
to its walle; while an arm of the same sea, like 
a broad river, sweeps round it on the other, and 
stretches up northwards, as far as the eye can 


which we journeyed sweeping flatly down from 
its roots, and stretching in dreary monotony 
before us. On the right we had this plain 
rimmed with the blue sea, slipping in its thread 
of tender color between it and the white, dis- 
tant shores of Africa, the broad masses of Ata- 
kah, the open sweep of Tawarak, and, further 
south, the purple ranges of Deraj. For a long 
day we rode on, under a scorching sun, over 
this weary waste. The first point of interest 
which we reached was the well of Hawarah, a 
pool of bitter water on the top of a mound formed 
out of its own deposits. It is almost univer- 
sally identified with Marah. If so, it appeared 
to us to retain none of its old characteristics 
but that of bitterness. 

After passing Hawarah, we soon began to 
move into the network of rolling hills and val- 
leys that lie in the neighborhood of Hammim- 
el-Faraoon. First, the almost green hollow of 
Gharundel was reached, with its hidden waters 
and its groves of feathery tamarisks, and then 
Useit, with its tufted palm-trees. LKither of 
these places suits the position of Elim, though I 
confess to a preference for Useit. For, so 
grateful was the shade of its little palm trees, 
that I love to think of them as descendants of 
the “seventy” of Elim, and to suppose that 
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Moses may have rejoiced under the greenness 
of their ancestors. 

Now that, the weary levels were left behind, 
the scenery was changing at every step, and we 
felt ourselves being gradually introduced to the 
wondrous mountain desolations of the peninsula. 
Between us and the shore, rose the weather- 
stained shoulders of Hamm{m-el-Faraoontwhile 
our path towards Tayibeh lay over tangled hills 
and barren hollows. As we drew near Tayibeh, 
we caught our first glimpse of the great Serbal 
rising over the foreground of lower hills, and, 
leaving a valley on the left which goes directly 
to the Convent of Sinai, we entered, instead, on 
that great avenue which leads down on the 
right to the sea. Tayibeh, “ the good valley,” 
is also a most picturesque one. It is a deep 
gorge, winding in many folds, between bare and 
majestic walls of limestone, down to the shore, 
where it opens out into a fine plain. Its naked 
cliffs, sensitive to the slightest soundyecho back, 
and ring, and repeat each note of the voice. A 
half-hidden stream flows down one part of it, 
nourishing numerous tamarisks, but soon drunk 
up and lost in the thirsty sands. Down this 
Wady, we may, inall truth, believe the Jsrael- 
ites to have journeyed to their encampment. 
AsI recall that sudden burst of blue waves, 
that wide sweep. of landscape, that fresh shore- 
land, the words “encampment by the sea” 
seem to have anew and wondrous beauty. For 
if even to us the surge, breaking and sparkling 
over countless shells, the cool, moist sands, the 
light sea-breeze, the white curl and motion of 
the waves, were so unspeakably lovely, after 
the dry, silent, death-like waste we had come 
through, what must it have been to that weary 
multitude! How must the children have rev 
elled along that bright shore caught up its cor- | 
als glittering with sea-drops, or with shouts of 


A morning ride of about two hours brought 
us to the wide plain of Murka, and to the Des- 
ert of Sin—a long pebbly waste, skirted by high 
hills, widening out, where we were, into the 
Marka, and then running in a broad, but nar- 
rower belt away down the coast. The Arabs 
cal] it El-Kaa, and it reaches down to the fur- 
thest point of the peninsula. Our course lay 
across this Murka from corner to corner, on to 
where, in the south-east, the Wady Shellal leads 
up into the vast mountain-land of the desert. 
Though here and there on its surface the broom- 
like retem gave a sense of greenness, yet if bar- 
renness could have formed any excuse for mur- 
muring, and complaining ‘reminiscences of the 
rich abundance of Egypt, certainly the Desert 
of Sin would have afforded that excuse. 

(To be continued ) 





From the Sunday School Times. 
CHRISTIAN UNITY. 


The apostle Paul gives this beautiful exhort- 
ation to the Ephesian brethren : ‘‘I, therefore, 
the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you, that ye 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called, with all lowliness, and meekness, with 
long-suffering, forbearing one another in love; 
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace.” 

It may be asked, “ Is it possible that all who 
profess to believe in the truths of the Bible will 
ever be brought to see every thing in the same 
light, and to follow in every minute particular 
the same track of thinking and acting?” 

This unity may, and ought to be, maintained 
in all the grand essentials of the gospel. And 
a beautiful union of faith and practice, of sen- 
timent and feeling does exist between real 
Christians of all denominations, however they 
may differ about the explanations of some ab- 


joy drawa forth its dank weeds, while the elder | struse doctrines, or the outward furms of church 
pilgrims, drinking in the fresh breeze, gazed government; “ for the kingdom of God is not in 
eagerly across to the lessening coasts of Egypt, | word, but in power.” “It is not meat and drink, 
or sought a further view of the barren land be- | but righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy 
fore them. Long must that “encampment by| Ghost.” When these holy characters freely 
the sea” have remained precious in their mem-| open their hearts to each other, and discourse 
ories ! together on experimental and practical subjects, 
The scenery around the mouth of the Wady they find themselves standing on one common 
Tayibeh, is very wild and highly romantic. ; ground—connected by one common tie—united 
Northwards, the cliffs of Hammim-el-Faraoon!in one common cause—and drinking into oue 
fall right iuto the blue waves, while, looking | and the self-same spirit. 
southwards, the eye follows a long sweep of coast| They all mourn over and are deeply humbled 
running out to the distant point of the Abu!on account of the corruption of their nature, 
Zelimeh, from which, long, long ago, probably | and the sin of their lives. They all are con- 
even before Abraham had gone down to Egypt, | scious of their utter inability to save themselves. 
the ships of Pharaoh carried away rich cargoes They are all enabled, through grace, to look 
of copper, mined in Meghara or Sarbut-el-Ka-| unto Jesus, the eternal Son of God, as their 
dim. That long sweep of coast which thus, only Saviour, whose blood cleanseth them from 
girdles in the bright sea, and is itself hemmed all sin ; whose merits, received and applied by 
round by a rocky wall of hills, is in all proba- | faith, form their only justifying righteousness ; 
bility the desert of Sin, into which we are told whose intercession for them prevails with the 
(Num. xxxiii. 11) the childrensof Israel re-; Father; whose promised gift, the Spirit of 
moved from their encampment by the sea. trath, dwells in their hearts, causing them to 
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ery with filial love and confidence, “ Abba, 
Father.” 

They all confess how low their highest efforts 
fall beneath the elevated standard of gospel holi- 
ness: yet, forgetting the things which are be- 
hind, they press forward to those which are be- 
fore, and long for that happy period when, 
having laid down their bodies of sin and death, 
they shall shine in spotless purity in the courts 
above. i 

With these feelings and impressions they all 
confess themselves to be pilgrims and strangers 
upon earth. Their hearts are set upon things 
above. They sympathize with each other's 
sorrows, and gladdeh with each other’s joy. 
They love to bear each other’s burdens, and so 
fulfil the law of Christ. 

They unitedly confess themselves to be sin- 
ners saved by grace, through faith in a crucified 
Redeemer, and ascribe all their salvation, from 
first to last, to the free, unmerited mercy of God 
in Christ. Thus, while they acknowledge the 
justice of that sentence which condemns them 
as sinners to everlasting misery, they extol the 
vastness of that love which so freely saves them 
from the wrath to come. 

Now, if every faithful follower of Jesus can 
subscribe to these common points of Christian 
ductrine, what is it that separates the true fam- 
ily of Christ? Is it not the remaining corrup- 
tion of our nature—the remaining darkness of 
our minds—and the-subtle enemy of our souls? 
These are the foes which disturb the peace of 
Christians, and destroy much of their spiritual 
prosperity. 

While we remain in the body, differences of 
opinion on some points must be expected ; but 
may not this be designed in infinite wisdom for 
the exercise of charity and forbearance towards 
each other, provided the great truths of genuine 
Christianity are maintained and practically be- 
lieved ? 

The more we know ourselves, the more we 
ehall learn to renounce our own reasonings, and 
to follow simply the direction of that blessed 
Word which is given to be a light unto our feet 
and a lamp unto our path. Let us pray earn- 
estly that our minds may be enlightened to 
discover the truth as it is in Jesus, and that 
we may be led to love and practice the truth as 
it is revealed in our souls. In the fulness of 
Christian charity may we be enabled to say, 
‘grace be with all them that love our Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity.” 

Here we see but a small part of the ways of 
the Lord, but a glorious period is coming, when 
ibe whole stupendous work of mercy shall be 
displayed to the church triumphant in heaven, 
and call forth eternal songs of praise. 

There, in that bright world, the saints of God 
will see with one vision. There, with one heart 
and mouth, they will glorify God and the Lamb, 
join in the same song, delight in the same work; 
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being in every sense one, in the presence of him 
who, when upon earth, interceded for his peo- 
ple: “ The glory which thou gavest me, J have 
given them, that they may be one, even as we 
are one. I in them, and thou in me, that they 
may be made perfect in one.” 8. A. 





Two Goopv QuALiTies. — FRUGALITY is 
good if liberality be joined with it. The first 
is leaving off superfluous expenses; the last is 
bestowing them to the benefit of others that 
need. The first without the last begins cove- 
tousness ; the last without the first begins prod- 
igality. Both make an excellent temper. Happy 
the place where they are found.— William 
Penn. 





If we are one with Christ, all things are adapt- 
ed to promote our joy, enlarge our glory, become 
ours forever. We are enriched with all spirit- 
ual blessings in Christ, and all things are ours. 


—Tyng. 





LOOKING UNTo JESUS.—Heb. xii. 2. 


“ Looking unto Jesus,” 
With the eye of faith, 
Telling Him our troubles, 
Hearing what he saith ;— 
Like the day-spring stealing 
Through the shades of night, 
Silently it turneih 
Darkness into light! 


“ Looking unto Jegus,’ 
In that sweet accord, 
Knitting the disciple 
To the absent Lord :— 
To our soul’s complainings, 
Jesus giveth heed ; 
Pouring out His fulness 
Over all our need. 


‘Looking unto Jesus,” 

In the stormy day, 

Tis His gracious spirit 
Cheers us on our way! 

Looking still to Jesus 
When the storms retreat, 

Tis His wing that shelters 
From the noontide heat! 


“Looking unto Jesus,” 
From the bed of pain ; 
As a suffering brother, 
Jesus will sustain. 
Looking still to Jesus, 
In the hour of death, 
Lo! “the everlasting 
Arms are underneath.” 


When the disembodied 
In His presence etands ; 
Sees her name imprinted 
On His wounded hands; 
Reads her blood-bought title, 
On His breast engraven ; 
Looking unto Jesus 
Opes the gate of heaven ! 
—Crewdson. 








/ 
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If you be sincerely desirous of serving God 
there is no such effectual preservative from 
apostacy, as acting a decided part. Own God, 
and be sure God will cwn you. You cannotexpect 
the Lord’s succors while youare in theenemy’s 
camp, but come out and join the hosts of the 
Lord, and so put yourself under the banner of M ; 
omnipotence; so the Lord is under covenant to| "";* ou evans en ee ee on the Gm, 
preserve you in the day of battle. “Fear not|it. If successful, the fleet sty be’ amneibeh’ 
thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel: I will |r 


reach Newfoundland about the beginning of next 
help thee.””— Goode. month. Messages have been constantly sent through 


the whole cable in the most satisfactory manner, 
under circumstances resembling as nearly as possible 
those in which it will be placed when submerged. 
The place selected for the landing in Newfonndland 
is the village of Heart’s Content, about thirty miles 
from the terminus of the former line. 

The telegraph line to India was interrupted, and 
it was believed that there was a fault or break in 
the cable across the Persian Gulf. 


The Index, the late Rebel organ in London, has 
suspended publication. 


France.—Thirteen passengers of the burned ship 
William Nelson had been picked up from a boat 
and from fragments of the wreck, by a ve-sel from 
New York for Havre, and a bark was seen at the 


same time near by, which it was hoped had saved 
some others. 


Avustria.—The Minister of War has announced 
in the Upper Chamber that, on financial ana politi- 
cal grounds, the emperor has ordered the reduction 
of the army in Italy and Dalmatia to a complete 
peace footing. He has also recommended the ut- 


most economy in ail branches of the administra- 
tion. 


war, be relieved from the risk of capture by any sale 
or transfer to a neutral. 

It was expected that the Great Eastern would 
leave the Nore, (near the mouth of the Thames,) on 
the 15th, and Valentia on the 19th, to commence 
laying the Atlantic telegraph cable. A steamer 
carrying the shore end of the cable, which is made 
thicker and heavier than that intended for deep 















































To wait in deep resignation and with a con- 
stant attention to what the Lord will please to 
do or say, concerning us and his Church, and to 
leave to Him the times and the seasons, is what I 
am chiefly called to do; taking care in the mean- 
while of falling into either ditch: I mean into 
speculation which is careless of action, or into 
the activity which is devoid of spirituality. I 
would not have a lamp without oil, and I could 
not have oil without a lamp, and a vessel to 


hold it in for myself, and to communicate it to 
others.—John Fletcher. 





The countenance of God’s reconciled child is 
cheerful, because he has joy in his heart. If 
his burden is light it is because God bears it. 
Satan, envious of their happiness, sometimes 
says to such, “ Ye are deceived, why do not ye 
fast, as did John’s disciples?” But Jesus re- 
plies now, also, “* Can the children of the bride- 
chamber fast, while the bridegroom is with 
them ?” 


Spain.—The Spanish government is said. to have 


notified the Pope of its recognition of the Kingdom 
of Italy. 


Eeypt.—The cholera has been prevailing at Alex- 
andria. Its existence was officially declared on 
tae 11th ult.,on which day three deaths occurred. 
In a week the number of deaths increased to 100 
per day, and on the 27th ult., 250 oceurred. Much 
alarm existed, and 30,000 persons were said to have 
left the city. A telegram of the 5th inst., reported 
a considerable diminution, the number of deaths on 
the 4th being only 18. Subsequent rumors of the 
appearance of the disease at Smyrna and Constan- 
tinople bave been declared unfounded. 


Soutm Araica.—A fearfal hurricane occurred at 
the Cape of Good Hope on the 17th of 5th month. 
Tue English mail steamer Athens, from Manritius 
was totally lost, and seventeen other vessels were 
ow Seventy-two lives were lost in Table 

ay. 

Soura Amsrica.—The President of Ecuador re- 
cently seized at Guayaquil, an English steamer be- 
longing to the Pacific Steam Navigation Co., drove 
the officers and crew ashore, placed troops, cannon 
&c., on board, and proceeded with it to attack a body 
of revolutionists who had seized two vessels from 
the government, which were then lying at anchor 
at the mouth of the river. One of these was sunk 
and the other surrendered, most of those on board 
escaping to shore. The prisoners captured, 27 in 
number, were taken to Guayaquil and shot. The 
Eaglish vessel was afterwards returned to its captain, 
witn a payment of £20,000 for three days’ use 

The rebellion in Peru appears to gain ground. 
An engagement occurred on the 5th ult., six miles 
from Lima, in which the government troops were 
successful. A few days before, the flagship blockad- 





SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Forgicgn InTELuicENcs.—Advices from Liverpool 
are to the 14th inst. 


Great Baritain.—The elections for Parliament 
were ia progress, exciting considerable intereft. 
Returns to the evening of the 12th, showed 184 
Liberals and 102 Conservatives, the former having 
thus fara gain of six._ Another week must elapse 
before all-the country contests would be decided. 
They had generally been conducted satisfactorily, 
with but little rioting. Among the members re- 
turned for the London and Metropolitan boroughs, 
are John Stuart Mill, Thomas Hughes, and Baron 
Rothschild. 

Further official correspondence between the 
English and French goveraments, oa American af- 
fairs, has been pnblished, showing that they acted 
in concert, and that the concession to “ Confede- 
erate” vessels, allowing them to be disarmed 
and sold in neutral ports, originated with the French 
Minister for Foreigh Affairs. Earl Russell agreed to 
the proposition, but expressed, on behalf of the 
British government, the opinion that ships belonging 
to the “ Confederate” government, and not lawtully 
tranferred to other owners before the total cessa- 
tion of hostilities, might be claimed by the United 
States government as pablic property, if found ia 
British waters,and any such claim must be decided in 
the ordinary courts of civil law. Ina dispatch to 
the British Minister at Wasbington, Earl Rujsell gives 
the opinion that the commissioned ships of war ofa 
belligerent could not, during the continuance of the 
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ing the port of Arica was seized by mutineers, who 
murdered the Admiral; and they afterwards captur- 
ed two other vessels, leaving the government only 
two. 


Central America.—Ex-President Barrios of Sal- 
vador, recently left Panama in a small vessel, ex- 
pecting to find the party successful who had revolt- 
edin his favor in Salvador; but finding them beaten 
and dispersed, he attempted to return, when his 
vessel being struck by lightning was obliged to go 
into Realejo, where the vessel was confiscated and 
all on board made prisoners. 


Domestic.—Two vessels sailed from San Fran- 
cisco on the 12th, for the Guif of Anadir and the 
shores of Behring’s Strait, with Col. Bulkley, the 
leader of the Russian Overland Telegraph expedi- 
tion, and a number of his subordinates, The land 
force of the expedition is said to comprise about 
1500 men. Three other vessels are attached to the 
service, one of which, the Clara Bell, now on its 
way from New York to Sitka, carries the cable to be 
laid across Bebring’s Strait, and a small steamer for 
river exploration. The land work is intended to go 
on at once along the whole line, from New West- 
minster, io British Columbia, to near the mouth of 
the Amoor, in Asia, a distance of 4000 miles. The 
wire hus been successfully laid across Frazer 
River. 

The Spanish Minister at Washington, ina commu- 
nication dated the 14th inst., informed the Secretary 
of State that the Spanish government has ordered 
the Captain General of Cuba to deliver the late rebel 
ram Stonewall, now at Havana, to the person whom 
the government of the United States may commission 
to receive it. This surrender has been ordered on 
the ground of the mutual good-will which has pre- 
vailed between the two governments during the late 
war in this country, and waiving any discussion of 
the question whether the claim of the United States 
therefor could be maixtained on the strict principles 
of international law. An expense of $16,000 having 
been incurred by the Captain General in obtaining 
possession of the vessel, it is believed that the 
United States will not refuse to reimburse it, but 
this is not made a condition for the delivery, which 
is to be absolutely unconditional. Secretary Seward, 
in reply, accepts the offer, and says that orders will 
be promptly given for bringing away of the vessel, 
and for the payment of the sum mentioned, while he 
expresses & proper appreciation of the promptness, 
liberality and courtesy shown by the Spanish gov- 
ernment in this matter. 

Secretary McCulloch has issued orders that here- 
after shipments of arms, ammunition, grey cloth, 
&c., may be made to and within the State of Tennes- 
see, and collectors of customs are authorized to 
grant permits for such shipments, when invoices ap- 
proved by the General commanding that Department 
are submitted. These articles have hitherto been 
prohibited as contraband of war. 

Advices from North Carolina represent many of 
the people as anxious for immigration from the 
North and the influx of northern capital into that 
State. Gov. Holden takes much interest in the sub- 
ject. Two leading business men, J. M. Hicks and 
K. P. Battle, are about visiting New York and 
other cities, to endeavor to establish agencies for 
furnishing information and encouraging immigra- 
tion, to co-operate with a generel agency already 
established at Raleigh, and aid in developing the 
resources of the State. 

The St. Louis Republican has satisfactory author 
ity for the statement that no less than forty thou- 
sand acres of public lands were sold during the 
three months ending on the lst inst , at the single 
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land offce of Booneville, Mo. This is in addition, 
it should be remembered, to the sales of lands by 
private parties and companies throughout the State. 
The amount of real estate lately purchased and now 
being sold in Missouri is perhaps unprecedented, 
and is rapidly increasing. One real estate firm at 
Independence has sold, within the last two weeks, 
$50,000 worth of land. 

Returns from two different points, several hundred 
miles distant from each other, have just been re- 
ceived at the General Land Office, showing that at 
Traverse city, Michigan, there were 6777 acres of 
land taken up for actual settlement last month un- 
der the homestead law, and that in the same month 
5276 acres were entered at Nebraska city, Nebraska 
territory, under the same law, also for actual settle- 
ment. 

Attorney General Bowden, of Virginia, in re- 
sponse to a communication of inquiry from Gov. 
Pierpont, has given his official opinion that under 
the present constitution of that State persons who 
held office under the rebel government, either State 
or “national,” are not now eligible to any office 
in the commonwealth. Those who may have held 
merely county offices under rebel rule, it is de- 
cided, are not subject to this ineligibility. 

In accordance with instructions from the War De- 
partment, Gen. Canby has issued an order, dated 
New Orleans, 10th inst, directing that all officers and 
enlisted men about to be mustered out, and who 
desire to remain in that part of the country, be 
discharged at such convenient points as is con- 
sistent with the interests of the service. 


Commissioners sent out by General Herron from 
Shreveport, La., to treat with those Indians in that 
region who were recently in alliance with the 
revels, have been well received, and on the 21st 
uit, they held a conference at Doakesville, in the 
Choctaw nation, with several Indian chiefs, when & 
tempurary treaty was entered into with the Choctaws, 
Chickasaws, Creeks, Seminoles and Cherokees, by 
which tney bind themselves to cease hostilities 
against the United States and against those tribes 
which had taken part with the government during 
the rebellion. Another conference with these and 
other tribes is to be held on the lst of 9th month 
next, and a proclamation has been issued by a 
era chief, to be circulated among both the 
civilized and uncivilized Indians, inviting them to 
join in it. 

Gov. Parsons of Alabama has issued a proclama- 
tion for an election to be held on the 31st of next 
month, for delegates toa State convention to as- 
semble on the 10th of 9th month. Certain classes 
of county and municipal officers, who were in of- 
fice on the 22d of 5th month, last, are appointed 
during the continuance of the provisional govern- 
ment, each officer being required to take the amnesty 
oath. The Governor estimates that 122,000 Ala- 
bamians engaged in the war, of whom 70,000 are 
dead or disabled. Hence great destitution now ex- 
ists where once was comfort. The slave code, he 
says, is a dead letter. Gov. Johnson, of Georgia, 
has also issued a proclamation, calling a Conven- 
tion for that State, to meet on the 25th of 10th mo. 
He also delivered an address at Macon on the 15th 
inst., in which he said he had been appointed solely 
to enable the people to form a State government ; 
that he had nu power to appuint civil magistrates ; 
and advised the people.to take,the amnesty oath, and 
thus prepare to become citizens. He declared that 
slaves in the revolted State, were freed by the Eman- 
cipation Proclamation, and that the new Constitu- 


tion of Georgia will be required to recognize that 
fact. 





